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Had quite a talk to-day with Mr. Lenthall, Naval Con-
structor, on the subject of the light-draft monitors and
his duties generally. He claims to know but little about
them. I told him this would not answer, that I should hold
him responsible for what pertained to his bureau; that it
was his duty to criticize, and let me know what, in his
opinion was wrong; that it was his duty to know, and he
must not plead ignorance to me; that on important matters
I did not want his views second-handed, but he must come
to me direct. From what I could learn in relation to the
light-draft vessels, I had come to the conclusion that,
while I had trusted to him, he had mere superficial conver-
sations with Mr. Fox, without seeing or advising with me,
and I apprehended Fox and Stimers had been going on
without consulting others, with confident belief they would
give us very superior vessels, until they awoke to the fact
that they were not Naval Constructors or the men to do
this work, except under the advice and direction of experts.
I had supposed until last spring that Lenthall and Ericsson
were giving the light ironclads their attention, but I found
they were not, and I had not been advised of the fact. My
plain talk seemed to astonish, and yet not altogether dis-
please Lenthall. He said he had no doubt Mr. Fox and Mr.
Stimers had committed the great mistake I alluded to.
They thought after submitting their plans to him, without,
however, procuring from him any computations, but an
expression, that struck him more favorably than Ericsson
that they could show off something for themselves that
would give them a name.

Fred Seward called on me with a letter from Raymond
to his father inquiring whether anything had been effected
at the navy yard and custom-house, stating the elections
were approaching, means were wanted, Indiana was just
now calling most urgently for pecuniary aid. I told Seward
that I knew not what the navy yard had to do with all
this, except that there had been an attempt to levy an as-
sessment on all workmen, as I understood, when receiving